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What is good writing?
Writing is said to be good when it conveys information as intended by the writer. Good writing
involves clear communication of facts, opinion and every other information to achieve an
intended purpose.
It is important to note however that wrong grammar and inappropriate use of punctuations could
affect the readers’ flow and make them lose trust in the writer.
What is the role of grammar?
Grammar is the tool for conveying information clearly. Grammars are systems of rules for
speaking and writing in a language. They enable writers to attain a consistent use of words.
As you write, there are basic grammatical rules to be adhered to in order to achieve your purpose.

Basic grammatical rules
1. Be consistent in the use of one tense.
If you're using present tense, use it to the end. Don't mix present and past tense together.
For instance:
I went to Tola's place earlier today, and then she says, "What brings you here uninvited?"
WRONG
It should rather be
I went to Tola's place earlier today, and then she said, "What brings you here uninvited?"

Be consistent with the tense you choose to use.

2. Understand the use of possessive nouns.
There is a difference between its and it's. The former is possessive while the latter is the short
form of "it has" or "it is".
If a noun is plural and ends in "s", you have to simply add an apostrophe after the "s" to make it
a possessive noun. For example - girls', boys' etc.
For joint possession, the ('s) would be added to the last person e.g. Tola and Titi's mother. But if
they are separate individuals, both of them would have the ('s) e.g. Sam's and Titi's mother are
around.

For compound words, the ('s) is added to the last word e.g. the crème le crème's house or the
mother-in-law's house.
3. Ensure that the verbs agree with the subject. Singular verbs should go for singular
subjects e.g. Will everyone take a pen out of his or her desk?
NB: each, every, everybody, somebody, someone, no one, anyone and anybody all
represent a singular subject).
4. Avoid unnecessary modifiers that make a statement passive.
5. Be consistent in the use of pronouns in a sentence
All these rules, to mention a few, are just to ensure the clarity of your statement. Grammar
however should not be prioritized over good writing. The goal of writing is clarity.

Punctuation marks and their use
1. Comma (,): it is used to add clarity to a sentence. It indicates a pause.
It should be used for introductory words like yes, no and but, for clauses joined by but and
between members of a series and before a direct quotation.
2. Semicolon (;): use to signal a distinct pause in a sentence where a comma would not be
appropriate. It is used to separate closely related clauses not joined by a conjunction. It is
used to separate series that contain comma.
3. Exclamation (!): used to express statement of intense feelings or after commands. Use
when you're actually exclaiming.
One exclamation mark is good. No need for multiple uses.
4. Quotation marks (" "): used to quote words taken directly from another's speech or
writing. It is not appropriate for indirectly referenced words. Also, titles of books,
sermons and magazines are usually stated using quotation marks.
5. Question mark (?): should be used when you are asking a direct question, not indirect
ones.
6. Colon: used to introduce a list and long quotations.
Other tips


Do not use parentheses ( ) unnecessarily as it tells that you're too lazy to develop a point
or you do not know how to explain the point.



Be wary of the use of ellipsis to represent thoughts that are not fully formed e.g. okay...



Do not hide necessary information from your readers in the name of suspense. Let there
be a flow.



Do not be coy to state your personal involvement in the story early enough.



Provide necessary information required for any transition to keep the flow.

In conclusion, a good writing involves a free flow of words without hiccups, just like music.
Your aim should be to present information as clearly as possible to your readers. Your readers
must be kept in a spell that keeps them engrossed easily in your writing.
Write clearly and maintain your flow.
Cheers to good writing!
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